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Rusty Allen Announced as New Vice 
President for Athletics

Tabor Volleyball Picked Third in 
KCAC

Tabor Athletics Launches New 
Website
New Sports Information Director Anthony Monson has spearheaded the development of www.taborbluejays.com, 
the official athletic website of Tabor College. (Page 3)

HILLSBORO, Kan. (July 6, 2008) – Tabor College President Jules Glanzer announced 
today that Rusty Allen, Vice President for Enrollment Management, has been selected to 
administrate the college’s intercollegiate athletics program and will assume the newly-
created position of Vice President of Athletics, beginning September 1. (Page 4)

LINDSBORG, Kan. - The Kansas Collegiate Athletic Conference 
has announced the volleyball pre-season coaches’ polls for the 
expected 2008 fall championship race finish. (Page 3)
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After being drafted in the 16th round by the San Francisco Giants in 1988, Standiford has for the past 13 years 
operated Wichita Sluggers, a 50,000 square foot baseball academy and athletic complex, helping young players 
sharpen their skills. He has helped more than 100 athletes advance to college-level baseball.

“I’m excited to be a part of Tabor College,” said Standiford, who will maintain his business and teach physical 
education courses at the college. “The administration’s dedication to athletics and to the student athlete both 

spiritually and academically made me want to be a part of Tabor.”
Tabor College is affiliated with the Mennonite Brethren Church and a member of the Kansas Collegiate Athletic Conference (NAIA). The Bluejays finished 
with a 7-17 conference record this past season and were 18-31 overall.
“I’m looking forward to the challenge of making Tabor into a consistent winner and a team that will compete for the KCAC title on a yearly basis,” 
Standiford said.
The head coaching spot at the college came open after Chad Newhard departed after one season to take the helm at NAIA power Indiana Wesleyan 
University. Ironically, a season highlight for the Bluejays was a game played against Wichita State at Eck Stadium.
In his college career from 1985 to 1988, Standiford hit 69 home runs, a mark that still stands as the all-time team record. As a senior, he led the 
Shockers in runs, doubles, RBI’s, and set the single-season home run record (28). He capped of his senior season by leading the Shockers to the 1988 
College World Series, where he was named to the All-Tournament Team. He also earned All-American honors by Collegiate Baseball, and second-team honors 
by Baseball America.
Called “the most prolific power hitter in Shocker baseball history,” Standiford has since been inducted to the Wichita State Pizza Hut Shocker Sports Hall 
of Fame, the Kansas Baseball Hall of Fame, and the Wichita Sports Hall of Fame.
Standiford and his wife, Renee, have been married for 18 years. They have a son, Blake, and a daughter, Taylor, who are 13 years-old twins. The family 
worships at Westlink Church in Wichita.

Allen-cont’d
Allen, 45, a former Head Women’s Basketball Coach and Assistant Athletics Director at the college, has maintained close working ties with the Bluejays’ 
coaches and the Athletics Department staff in recruiting and enrolling new student athletes.

“Rusty has demonstrated excellent leadership as an administrator and a coach and this position is a great fit for his skills and abilities,” Glanzer said. “My 
vision for the athletic department includes excellence, excitement, and stability. This is a vision that Rusty shares, and is equipped to make a reality.”

In accepting his new position, Allen said intercollegiate athletics at Tabor College would continue to embody the institution’s core values of Christ-likeness, 
academic excellence, leadership and discipline, with a wholehearted commitment to winning.

“I have a passion for the Christian mission of Tabor College, and I also have a passion for athletics,” said Allen, an adult Sunday school teacher and Elder 
board chairman at Parkview Mennonite Brethren Church, who twice was named KCAC Women’s Basketball Coach of the Year.

“I share President Glanzer’s vision for athletics, which includes spiritual growth, academic excellence; leadership training; fielding teams that are exciting to 
watch and interact with; and teams that consistently compete for conference championships,” he added. “Above all, I want faith and sports to be joined 
together at Tabor, so that all players, coaches and staff will be encouraged to grow in relationship to Christ, and to each other.”

Photo Courtesy of Wichita State 
University

Former Shocker All-American Mark 
Standiford to Coach Baseball at Ta-
bor College
HILLSBORO, Kan. (August 19, 2008) – Tabor College President Jules Glanzer announced today that Mark 
Standiford, a former baseball All-American at Wichita State University, has been named head coach of the 
Bluejays’ baseball team.
“We are honored to have Mark Standiford join the Tabor Athletic Department,” Glanzer said. “He is a person 
of impeccable character who knows baseball and what it takes to produce a winner. God has provided an 
outstanding man to lead our program.”
Vice President of Athletics Rusty Allen added, “We could not be more excited about welcoming Mark to Tabor 
College. Coach Standiford has an outstanding baseball background, a strong faith, and an entrepreneurial spirit.
“He shares our vision of building ministry through excellence.” 

Providing student-athletes with an environment that supports learning, promotes excellence and challenges Christian growth.



Soccer Teams Prepare 
for Season

We have an excellent group of returnees joined by a solid recruiting class. With some experience on both sides of the 
ball and more depth added to most all spots, competition will increase. We want to be more team oriented this year. 
Unity will always be a priority! Specifically, our defense needs to be more aggressive and more assertive in stopping 
the run. Offensively we must protect the ball. Our goal is to win the give-away-take-away battle, which disciplined, 
physical teams do. As always, being fundamentally sound, having a hay-hauler’s work ethic, and playing hard is a 
character trait that we want to live out daily in practice. God is great and He has blessed us with an opportunity 
to play and coach this great sport. We expect our players always to play hard, demonstrating quality sportsmanship. 
Thanks for your loyalty and support as we work to build a quality football program.

Coach Gottsch Talks Football

Basketball Standout and Scholar Orson Thomas Receives John J. Killian Award

SPECIAL FEATURE: 

Tabor College senior Orson Thomas, a basketball standout and classroom scholar, has been awarded the 2008 John J. Killian Scholarship from the Kansas 
Society of Certified Public Accountants (KSCPA). He will be recognized at the society’s scholarship awards luncheon, Nov. 20, in Wichita.
The John J. Killian Scholarship recognizes academic achievement, campus participation, personal character, and leadership, and is awarded annually to an 
accounting major entering his or her senior year at an independent Kansas college or university.
Thomas, who hails from Saint David on the Caribbean Island of Granada (about 2,835 miles from Hillsboro, Kan.), earned All-KCAC First Team and “New-
comer of the Year” honors in basketball last season. As a junior majoring in accounting and finance, he also made the Dean’s List with Highest Honors.
“Orson is an outstanding student and campus leader,” said Dr. Norman Hope, Professor of Business Administration at the college. “He is actively involved in 
college activities outside of class such as being a tutor, basketball, peer adviser and as an administrative assistant in the business office. He is positive and 
hard working.
 “Other students see him as a leader in the Business Studies Program.”
Thomas is the second Tabor College student to receive the John J. Killian Scholarship. Angela (Kroeker) Jost, who graduated from Tabor in 2004, also 
received the award.

Grant Brubacher has begun his second year as head coach for the Tabor 
College men’s and women’s soccer teams. And he believes the Bluejay men 
have a higher level of talent in place, despite the graduation of five players. 
The women have raised their competition level too. 
Speaking about the men, Brubacher said, “We have the talent to finish a spot 
or two higher than we were picked (sixth). Hope fully, we will be a bit better 
than we were last year.” 
Asked about the women, Brubacher said, “For our program, and especially 
compared to last year, the experience we have this year is a strength. We 
know we’ll have a good attack because of JB (Jessica Burden) and we know 
we’ll have a good defense because of Aubrey (Whitehorn).”
Since the Bluejays were picked to finish last by the Kansas Collegiate Athletic 
Conference coaches, the only way to go is up.

Volleyball-cont’d
The vote was conducted during the 2nd Annual KCAC Sport 
Management Conference held at Bethany College on Monday, Aug. 11.

1. Bethel College – 85 (2 first-place votes)
2. Kansas Wesleyan University – 84 (3 first-place votes)
3. Tabor College – 80 (3 first-place votes)
4. Bethany College – 76 (2 first-place votes)
5. Friends University – 56
6. U. of Saint Mary – 47
7. Sterling College – 43
8. Ottawa University – 41
9. McPherson College – 24
10. Southwestern College – 14

With four teams receiving first-place votes, the field appears to be 
wide open for one of the top four voted schools to make a claim 
for the KCAC volleyball regular season title.

There is much at stake for the regular season champion this year 
with the KCAC and the NAIA moving into the direct-qualification 
format for the NAIA Volleyball National Championship Tournament.

The regular season champion in the conference will be the #1 
seed and host of the KCAC Volleyball semifinals on Friday, November 
14th and the final on Saturday, November 15th. The winner of the 
KCAC Volleyball Championship will represent the conference in the 
NAIA National Volleyball Championship.

Cross Country Students Start the Year Running
Both men’s and women’s cross country teams have a solid group of returning runners and with key new runners 
will be competitive in the 2008 season.

The women return sophomore Liz Kleinsasser, Tabor’s number one runner last year.  She earned all conference 
honors with her 4th place finish at the KCAC meet and all region honors by placing 11th at the regional meet.  Liz 
qualified for and ran at the NAIA national meet last November.  Her PR is 18:42.

The junior group of Jera Teselle, Carrie Schroeder, and Leah Kopper will be key runners this season.  In 2007 they 
typically ran between 4 and 7 for team.  

Top new comer is Butler Country Community College transfer Christina Addison who has experience running at the 
junior college national level in both cross country and track.  Another strong addition is junior Kelli Kopper.  Inju-
ries have kept her from competing in cross country in previous seasons.

“I am excited about this year’s team.  We had some key losses from last year, but I think our new runners and the 
experience of the returnees will help maintain our level of competitiveness.”

Website-cont’d
“I believe that this website will be a great resource for people and recruits to 
keep up to date on what is going on with Bluejay Athletics,” said Monson. “The 
ability to get scores, listen to games online, fill out fan polls, and see the face 
that goes with the athlete’s name is something that I believe will expose Tabor 
College even more.”

With this new technology, we are also able to link rosters, schedules, and scores 
directly to the KCAC, NAIA, Victory Sports Network, and more with the single click 
of a button. 

Monson added, “This website will serve as the single online webpage dedicated 
strictly to Tabor Athletics. To me, that is exciting.”

The men also return the number one runner from 
2007.  Senior Zac Remboldt earned all conference 
and all region honors in 2007.  He placed 10th in 
the KCAC meet and 13th at the regional meet and 
was also one place away from qualifying for the 
NAIA national meet.  Zac’s PR is 27:31.

Junior Dan Sigley and sophomore Justin Ball will vie for key finishes.   Dan was 
the men’s most valuable runner during his freshman campaign and Justin his PR 
time of 28:52 at the final 2007 meet. Junior Ric Johnson is also running well. 

Top new comers are Zach Gould and Charles Wanjiku.  Zach has not run competi-
tively for a year, but will contribute significantly to the team.  We are waiting for 
Charles to meet eligibility requirements before he can compete in a Tabor uniform.

“The men lost one runner due to graduation.  We have the core of the team back 
and with the addition of the new runners, we should be able to compete well.  
This is a dedicated group of runners who push each other.”


