
Tabor College v. Wayland Baptist 
May 17, Game 2 
 
Tabor College Bluejays and Wayland Baptist Pioneers faced off for the first time in the NAIA Baseball 
Opening Round tournament on May 17. The #13 national ranked Bluejays from Hillsboro, Kan., started 
off strong leading the Pioneers from Plainview, Texas 2-0 through the third inning. The Pioneers, 
however, went on a 4-0 run and finished 4-2 over the Bluejays. 
 
It was Tabor 1B Alex Couch who continued his hot hitting streak with a 2-4 night driving in both of the 
Bluejays runs.  In the very first inning, CF AJ Shaw led off with a single, stole second, and one out later 
scored the game’s  first run on an opposite field base hit.  In the third inning, RF Manny DeLeon crushed 
a one-out triple into left center field. Couch would drive him home with a ground out to second and the 
Bluejays carried a 2-0 lead into the bottom of the fourth. 
 
Tabor starting pitcher Dylan Algra looked very good through three innings, but in the fourth the Pioneers 
broke through.  Three straight hits to start the inning tied up the game. DH Brayden Blackwell led off 
with a single and scored on a double by 3B Gregg Veneklasen. Veneklasen would scamper home on a 
double by LF Jack Doyle to level the game at two. An untimely error by the Bluejays gave the Pioneers an 
extra chance and moved Doyle to third with one out. C Ernesto Lizardi laid down a sacrifice squeeze that 
scored Doyle and gave Wayland Baptist a lead they would not relinquish. Doyle would finish the game 1-
4 with a run and RBI but his defense would prove equally important in the outcome of the game.  
 
In the top of the fifth, Bluejay table setter AJ Shaw looped a low liner into left that looked like it could be 
extra bases. Doyle made a leaping, diving grab robbing Shaw of a hit and setting the tone for the 
Pioneers the rest of the way. In the top of the seventh it was Doyle again nailing 3B Joel Frias at third 
base trying to go from first to third on a single by 2B Ryan Neufeld. 
 
Wayland got an important insurance run in the bottom of the seventh as sparkplug SS Will Bass led off 
with a double. Bass was 3-5 on the day and energized the Pioneers on both sides of the ball. Two batters 
later, Bass moved to third on a ground out by Doyle then scored on a single by RF Alex Mumm. It would 
be all the insurance the Pioneers would need.  
 
Wayland starter Paxton Bartley settled in after the first three innings and shut down a potent Bluejay 
offense. Bartley got the win pitching 6.2 innings allowing five hits and two earned runs, walking one and 
striking out four. Taylor Bridges was equally effective in 2.1 scoreless innings of relief allowing just one 
hit and striking out one picking up the save.    
 
Tabor (42-17) will take on Mayville State at 11:00 a.m., on Wednesday, May 18 in the double elimination 
tournament. 
 
Wayland Baptist (45-15) will play the winner of the final game in day one – University of Science and 
Arts of Oklahoma v. Morningside – on Wednesday, May 18 at 2:30 p.m. 


