
Tabor College v. Wayland Baptist 

May 19, Game 7 

 

After a long rain delay, the Tabor College Bluejays met the Wayland Baptist Pioneers for the 

second time in the NAIA Baseball Opening Round in Hutchinson on May 19. After a slow 

tournament start the Bluejays bats heated up pounding out 14 hits in a 12-7 victory. 

 

Tabor scored in each of the first five innings to build up 12-4 lead and held on as the Pioneers 

mounted a late comeback. The Bluejays got started immediately as Ryan Neufeld hit a one-out 

single, stole second, and scored on double by Alex Couch. Neufeld scored a pair of runs for the 

Bluejays going 1-4 on the game. Tabor scored again in the second before exploding for five 

runs in the third. 

 

AJ Shaw led off the inning with a single, Manny DeLeon and Couch were both hit by pitches to 

load the bases before Dalton Iveans hit a bases-clearing double to give Tabor a 5-0 lead. Colton 

Flax rounded out the scoring crushing a two-run homer over the wall in left. 

 

The Bluejays added four more to their lead in the fourth as the NAIA’s leading home run hitter 

Manny DeLeon hit a long homer to center field with the bases full.  

 

Wayland Baptist got three-run homers from Gregg Veneklasen and Jack Doyle in the fifth and 

seventh innings respectively, but Tommy Sleva came in and pitched two shutout innings for 

Tabor to close out the Pioneers. 

 

The loss today was the elimination game for Wayland Baptist who finishes their season 45-17. 

 

Tabor College (45-17) will face the University of Science and Arts of Oklahoma in the late game 

at 8:35 p.m. If Tabor wins they two teams will battle again on Friday for the final game of the 

tournament. A win by USAO will punch their ticket to the Avista-NAIA Baseball World Series in 

Lewiston, Idaho. 


