
Tabor College v. Morningside 

May 18, Game 6 

 

Facing elimination from the NAIA Opening Round baseball tournament, the match-up between #13 

Tabor College and Morningside College was fraught with tension from start to finish.  As both teams 

were playing their third game of the tournament, the Bluejays and Mustangs were relatively deep into 

their respective pitching staffs. Tabor called on Cedric Rodriguez while Morningside turned to Richard 

Mitchell. Both pitchers battled to keep their teams in the game with Rodriguez getting the better of it as 

Tabor won 3-1.  

 

Rodriguez pitched 6.1 innings allowing five hits and one run. He walked one and struck out six earning 

the win. Greg Turner came on in relief and was dominant in 2.2 scoreless, hitless innings striking out 

four earning his first save of the season.  

 

Tabor got on board in the third as C Raulier Martinez hit a one-out single up the middle. One batter 

later, PR Haydon Mahe-Liessmann stole second and took third on an errant throw from the catcher. CF 

AJ Shaw knocked in Mahe-Liessmann with a single to center and the Bluejays took a 1-0 lead.  

 

In the fourth inning, 3B Alex Couch single and reached second on a groundout. A hot smash single to 

third by 1B Dalton Iveans drove in Couch for a 2-0 Tabor lead.  

 

In the bottom of the seventh, Morningside finally got to Rodriguez. LF Cole Halgerson reached on a one-

out walk and DH David Foley was hit by a pitch. A wild pitch moved Halgerson to third and 2B Joe 

Tourville knocked him in with a single to left. Enter Greg Turner. 

 

Turner coaxed a fly out and a ground out to get out of the seventh and shut down the Mustangs in the 

eighth and ninth to seal the win for Tabor. 

 

The Bluejays got an insurance run in the ninth as 2B Ryan Neufeld singled, moved to second on a sac 

bunt by Shaw and scored on a single by Couch. 

  

Tabor (44-17) will take on Wayland Baptist at 11:00 a.m. on Thursday, May 19 for a chance to take on 

University of Science & Arts in the championship final.  

 

Morningside ends its season with a record of 44-15.  


