
Tabor College v. Mayville State 
May 18, Game 4 
  
It was a beautiful day for baseball at Hobart Detter Field to open the second session of play in the NAIA 
Baseball Opening Round in Hutchinson, Kan. The Tabor College (Kan.) Bluejays met the Mayville State 
(ND) Comets in the first elimination game of the tournament. Both teams lost in first round play the 
prior day and were playing to keep their season alive. 
  
In a true battle, the Bluejays scored a walk-off win 4-3 over the Comets in nine innings. 
 
Tabor took what looked like a commanding 3-0 lead over Mayville State with a three-run fourth inning. 
RF Manny DeLeon led off the inning with a single and scored when 3B Alex Couch drilled a triple into the 
right field corner. He would score one batter later on a sacrifice fly to deep right by DH Kaden Cline. 
Couch continued his hot hitting with a 2-3 day with a run, an RBI, and a walk. DeLeon was 2-4 with a run 
and a walk for Tabor. 
 
Bluejay head coach Mark Standiford pulled a bit of a surprise with his lineup starting Dalton Iveans at 
first base, his first start at the position this season. Iveans made his skipper look good as he rounded out 
the scoring the fourth with a long home run to left field to give Tabor a 3-0 lead. Iveans was 2-3 with a 
run, an RBI, and a sacrifice. he also made several key defensive plays at first base behind starter Thomas 
Longworth. 
 
Longworth was excellent for seven innings shutting out the Comets. He ran into a bit of trouble in the 
eighth when he was chased from the hill by Mayville after 7.1 innings allowing nine hits and two runs. In 
traditional Longworth form he walked none and struck out three.  
 
In that eighth inning it was LF Aaron Miller, the author of a 5-hit game, that got things rolling with a 
lead-off double. Miller moved to third on a seeing-eye single by C Dondrei Hubbard and scored on a 
sacrifice fly by DH Jose Guzman to get the Comets on the board. Pinch hitter Blake Pistula singled to 
right to end Longworth's day. Connor McLeod, who pinch ran for Hubbard scored a couple of batters 
later on a bases loaded walk to cut the Tabor lead to one. 
 
In the ninth, with Greg Turner pitching for the Bluejays, it was the Tabor killer Aaron Miller who ignited 
another rally with a leadoff single. Hubbard singled and Guzman blasted a long fly ball off the center 
field wall for a run-scoring double to level the game. Turner calmed down and was able to retire the side 
setting up the Bluejay dramatics in the bottom of the ninth. 
 
Colton Flax led off the inning with a pinch hit single to center. Haydon Mahe-Liessmann, running for 
Flax, stole second and moved to third on a bunt by Iveans. C Raulier Martinez, playing with a gimpy 
groan muscle laced a game-winning single driving home Mahe-Liessmann with the season-saver. 


