
HUTCHINSON, Kan – In the final game of the opening night of the Hutchinson bracket, the Clarke 

University Crusaders faced off against the Concordia University Bulldogs, winners of the first game of 

the day. 

A walk, a hit and an error loaded the bases for Concordia in the top of the first, but Anthony Ruden 

struck out Jake Adams to end the threat. Clark lead-off hitter, Austin Gehl, led off with a single for the 

Crusaders, and was moved to second on a single by Jacob Blunt. Evan Faccenda grounded into a fielder’s 

choice, moving both runners up, and they would score on a base hit by Stephan Zanoni that never left 

the infield. Kevin Hunley would follow with a shot to left field, that was booted, allowing Zanoni to 

score, and moving Hunley to second. Tyler Malcook would double off the wall in right-center, scoring 

Hunley, making the score 4-0, Clarke. A strikeout stopped the bleeding for a second, but Stanley 

Gawelko hit a bloop to left, scoring Malcook, and pushing the lead to five. 

Concordia would come right back in the top of the second with two walks and a 2-out double from Kaleb 

Geiger. Ruden would again end the Bulldog rally with a strikeout, but Concordia had whitt led the lead 

down to three, 5-2, and that’s where it would stay until the bottom of the fourth when Clarke would add 

two more runs on a Hunley bases-loaded single, and another on a Malcook double. That brought about 

a pitching change for Concordia, and Tanner Wauhob looked to be out of the inning unt il an error on 

first baseman, Kaleb Geiger opened the door for three more runs to cross the plate. When it was all said 

and done, Clarke would hold an 11-2 lead after four innings. 

After Clarke added another in the fifth, Concordia would strike back in the ir half of the sixth. Jake Adams 

would lead off with a single, and looked like he would be stranded there after two strikeouts. However, 

Logan Ryan would reach on an error, and Casey Berg would follow with a single to right to load the 

bases. That’s when Kaleb Geiger would do all he could to keep the Bulldog hopes alive as he unloaded 

on a 2-1 pitch to deep left field for a grand slam. That long ball would make the score 12-6, Clarke. 

Clarke would strike right back as they quickly loaded the bases for Hunle y who unloaded for a grand 

slam of his own to push the lead back up to 16-6. Malcook walk and he would be pushed across by a 

double from Eric Bueno. After a quick 1-2-3 inning for Concordia, Clarke would add more to the ledger 

on a string of sharply hit balls. The Crusaders would take a 19-6 lead after seven complete. 

Concordia would put a little bit of excitement back into their crowd in the top of the ninth as they 

loaded the bases and would plate two, but that’s where it would end, and Clarke would walk away with 

a 19-8 win. 

Clarke will play tomorrow at 2:30 p.m. against Missouri Baptist, and Concordia will play at 6:00 against 

the winner of the Tabor and Jamestown game at 11:00 a.m. 

 


